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Voorst, R. E. (2000). Jesus Outside the New TestamentAn Introduction to the Ancient Evidence. Grand
Rapids, MICHIGAN\Cambridge,U.K.: WILLIAM B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY.Pp.6-16
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([Jesus, 28).] YAs £gu)" Ua S
3 For treatment of the earlier history of this problem, see Shirley J. Case, The Historicity of Jesus
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1912) 32-61; Arthur Drews, Die Leugnung der
Geschichtlichkeit Jesu in Vergangenheit und Gegenwart (Karlsruhe: Braun, 1926); Maurice Goguel,
Jesus the Nazarene: Myth or History?( London: Fisher 8( Unwin, 1926) 19-29; idem, The Life of Jesus
(London: Allen & Unwin, 1933) 61-69; Herbert G. Wood, Did Christ Really Live? (London: SCM,
1938) 18-27. No treatment surveys the history of this problem since ca. 1940, anotherindication that
mainstream scholarship today finds it unimportant.
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F. M. Voltaire, ""De Jesus," from YV, juil sl ALY Jlas¥) e i) 5 a) (0o 2 8 g i) gb o, ¥
Dieu et les hommes, in Oeuvres complétes de Voltaire (Paris: Société Littéraire-Typographique,
1785)33:273. He accepted the historicity of Jesus (p. 279).
8 C.-F. Volney, Les ruines, ou Méditationssur les révolutions des empires (Paris:
Desenne, 1791); English translation, The Ruins, or a Survey of the Revolutions of Empires
(New York: Davis, 1796); C. F. Dupuis, Origine de tous les cultes (Paris: Chasseriau,
1794); abridgement, Abrégé de I'origine de tous les cultes (Paris: Chasseriau, 1798;2d ed.,,
1822); English translation, The Origin of All ReligiousWorship (New York: Garland, 1984).
9 On Bauer, seeespecially Dieter Hertz-Eichenrode, Der Junghegelianer Bruno Bauer im
Vormarz (Berlin, 1959); Schweitzer, Quest, 137-160.
10 B. Bauer, Kritik der evangelischen Geschichte des Johannes (Bremen: Schiinemann,
1840; reprint, Hildesheim: Olds, 1990); idem, Kritik der evangelischen Geschichte
der Synoptiker (Leipzig: Wigand, 1841-42; reprint, Hildesheim: Olms, 1990); idem,
Kritik der Paulinischen Briefe (Berlin: Hempel, 1850-52). Bauers Kritik der Evangelien
und Geschichte ihres Ursprungs (Berlin: Hempel, 1851-52; Aalen: Scientia, 1983) fully states his
conclusion that Jesus newer existed.
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"1 B. Bauer, Christus und die Caesaren: Der Ursprung des Christentums aus dem rémischen
Griechentum (Berlin: Grosser, 1877; reprint, Hildesheim: OIms, 1968).
‘541.1‘_,3 Coall Baliak cilBuals 14W) e MJJUGcVUA"")aA @M‘ Gile Jar: M\.\S‘_A Ajjuéa.u
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2vi Rosen, Bruno Bauer and (Y 4VV &) "ouS e J IS5 g2 59" 1390 ¢\ il puS ey g (8
Karl Marx (The Hague: Nijhoff, 1977); K. L. Clarkson and D. J. Hawkin, "Marx on Religion:
The Influence of Bruno Bauer and Ludwig Feuerbach on His Thought,” SJT 31 (1978) 533-55;
Harold Mah, The End of Philosophy, the Origin of "'ldeology'': Karl Marx and the Crisis of the
Young Hegelians (Berkeley: Uniwversity of California Press,1987).

The Existence of Christ Disproved (London: Hetherington, 1841)41. "
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15 Simon J. De Vries, Bible and Theology in the Netherlands (CNTT 3; Wageningen: Veenman,
1968)52-55.
16 A, Pierson, De Bergrede en andere synoptische fragmenten (Amsterdam: van
Kampen & Zoon, 1878). On Loman and van Manen, see De Vries, Bible and Theology in the
Netherlands, 53-54.
17 b5, 5" psma, 32, 051" 5 VAN G ) iy, 06 Nl (B CigaB) ale g Gudiall IS G
A ) 0dgd o pall ¢y A1) 3sia) agdl e " s 3 De Vries, Bible and Theology in the Netherlands,
54. He points to D. Volter, H. U. Meyboom, and G. A. van den Berghvan Eysinga as
continuations in the early twentieth century of this school's views.
18 J. M. Robertson, Christianity and Mythology (London: Watts, 1900-1910).
See also his A Short History of Christianity (London: Watts, 1902; 3d ed., 1931); idem,
Pagan Christs (London: Watts, 1903); idem, The Historical Jesus: A Survey of Positions
(London: Watts, 1916); idem, The Jesus Problem: A Restatement of the Myth Theory
(London: Watts, 1917). On Robertson, see the hagiographical work of M. Page, Britain's
Unknown Genius: The Life and Work of J. M. Robertson (London: South Place Ethical
Society, 1984) esp. 48-51; seealso George A. Wells, /. M. Robertson (London: Pemberton, 1987).
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Robertson, Pagan Christs, xi. ™
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W. B. Smith, Die Religionals Selbstbewusstein Gottes (Jena: (1906 :Lza )Y die (pal) uvac ¥
Diedrich, 1906; 2d ed., 1925); idem, Der vorchristliche Jesus (Glessen: Topelmann, 1906); idem,
The Silence of Josephus and Tacitus (Chicago: Open Court, 1910); idem, Ecce Deus: The Pre-
Christian Jesus (Boston: Roberts, 1894)
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24 A Drews, Die Christusmythe (Jena: Diederich, 1909-11); English translation, The Christ Myth
(London: Unwin, 1910; reprint, Buffalo: Prometheus, 1998).
25 A Kalthoff, Das Christus-Problem: Grundlinien zu einer Sozial-Theologie
(Leipzig: Diederich, 1903); idem, Was Wissen Wir von Jesus? Eine Abrechnung mit Professor
D. Bousset in Gottingen (Berlin: Lehmann, 1904);P. Jensen, Hat der Jesus der Evangelien
Wirklich Gelebt? (Frankfurt: Neuer Frankfurter Verlag, 1910).
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to support Drews was Solomon Zeitlin; he ruled out Jewish, Roman, and New Testament
witnesses to Jesus and concluded, ""The question remains: Are there any historical proofs that
Jesus existed?" (""The Halaka inthe Gospels and Its Relation to the Jewish Law in the Time of
lesus," HUCA 1[1924] 373).
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Hoffmann, in the foreword of Wells, Jesus Legend, xii. ™
29 Richard France, the Evidence for Jesus (Downers Growe, 111.: InterVarsity, 1982)12.
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[ (Morton Smith, ""The Historical Jesus," in Jesus in Myth and History, ed. R. Joseph Hoffmann
and Gerald A. Larue [Buffalo: Prometheus, 1986]47-48). This ""Christ before Jesus' myth has
also been promoted by J. G. Jackson, Christianity before Christ (Austin: American Atheist Press,
1985).]
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