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2 Adv. Haer. I11, 3,4; all cited by Barrett, Acc. to John, p. 83.
? Hist. Eccl. 1V, 14, 3-8,
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Irenaeus, who wrote Against Heresies most likely

sometime between A.D. 175 and 185, is the one who sought to
reappropriate the Gospel of John, bringing it firmly back
within the orthodox fold. He affirms its apostolic authorship
on numerous occasions in this work and cites it more than
sixty times in his polemical arguments against the very
Gnostics who so widely used John.'” He tells us that John
wrote the Gospel to put an end to such Gnostic doctrines as
Cerinthus and Valentinus held, affirming the divinity of
Christ and establishing “the rule of truth in the church.”'”
Thus, with Irenaeus we see the beginning of the Fourth
Gospel’s reappropriation that only strengthened as the

ancient church discovered the treasures contained in it.
1
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5 Ibid., V, 8, 4.
% Ihid., V, 20, 6.
7 Imd., II1, 31, 3; ¥, 24, 2,
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192 Against Heresies 3.11.7 (ANF 1:428).

19 Against Heresies 3.11.1 (ANF 1:426).

'Elowsky, J. C. (2006). John 1-10. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT 4a
(xxix). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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The Gospel of John is barely quoted or cited until well into
the second half of the second century among the apostolic
fathers. Ignatius of Antioch (d. 107 or 112), for instance, who
wrote a letter to the Ephesians, where the Gospel of John

would have been composed, makes no reference or overt
allusions to the Gospel in that letter’

*Elowsky, J. C. (2006). John I-10. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT 4a
(xxvii). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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John’s composition but Cerinthus’, and have no right to a
place in the church.... Cerinthus says that Christ is of recent
origin and a mere man.... [The Alogoi] appear to believe
what we do; but ... they do not hold to the certainties of the
message God has revealed to us through St. John.... For
they say ... that John’s books do not agree with the other
apostles.923
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Considering the attestation in the manuscript tradition and
the overwhelming consensus that John the apostle and
disciple was the author of the Gospel,’
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”? Epiphanius, Panarion 51.3.6-4.5 (NHMS 36:27-28).

*Elowsky, J. C. (2006). John I-10. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT 4a
(xxviii). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

*Elowsky, J. C. (2006). John 1-10. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT 4a
(xxvii). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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21:25 There are also many other things which Jeshu hath done,

those that if one by one they were written,
not the world also itself, as | think, would suffice for the books
that could be written. The completion of the written Holy Gospel,

the preaching of John'the Apostle, that was spoken and preached in Greek.
In that great Asian metropolitan city of Ephesus. The return to
Life of our L-RD Y-SHUA the Messiah. The bock written because of the
Acts of Salvation. .1:1 THE former writing,
O Theophilus, | wrote concerning all those (things) which our Lord Jeshu
Meshiha began to do and to teach,
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THE WRITINGS OF JOHN. EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA: John, who
reclined on the bosom of Jesus,' has left us one Gospel,
although he confessed that he might have written so many that
the world could not contain them. And he wrote also the
Apocalypse, but he was commanded to keep silence and not to
write the words of the seven thunders. He has left also an epistle
of very few lines; perhaps also a second and third. But not all
consider them genuine, and together they do not contain one
hundred lines. ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY 6.25.9-10.

) eﬁ Uia g (uuadd)
JOHN WROTE THE GOSPEL OUT OF LOVE. CHRYSOSTOM: Why is
it then, that, when none of the others do so, he alone uses these
words and that for the second time witnessed to himself? For it
seems to be offensive to the hearers. Why then does he do it? He
is said to have been the last one who embarked on writing [a
Gospel]. Christ’ had moved and roused him to the work, which
is why he continually sets forth his love, alluding to the cause by
which he was impelled to write. Therefore he also continually
makes mention of it, to make his record trustworthy and to show
that he came to this work motivated by that love. “And I
know,”" he says, “that the things are true that he says.”
HOMILIES ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 88.2.°

' See Jn 13:23.

>NPNF 2 1:273*.

*Elowsky, J. C. (2007). John 11-21. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT
4b (397). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.

3 Alternatively, God.

* Chrysostom replaces the first person plural “we know” with “I know” without
further explanation.

>NPNF 1 14:333**; PG 59:480-81.

SElowsky, J. C. (2007). John 11-21. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT
4b (397). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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