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1 (Originally published in Gregorianum, 2002, 83/4, 615-635. Reproduced by permission of the
author.)
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Details of these and other positions are given in my forthcoming book The Resurrection of the Son of "
God (London: SPCK; Minneapolis: Fortress).
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3 Dio Cassius, Hist 51.16.
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6 Not ‘astral immortality’, as is often said; as with all resurrection language,
Daniel is talking about something that happens as a new thing to people
who have already been dead for some time. Cf. too Wisd. 3.7.
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7 Cf. too Phil 2.13, though that is about present Christian witness.

See e.g. Rom 1.4; 1 Cor 15.20-28. "
1Cor 15.23"
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e.g.1Cor 1518 ™

1 Rev 6.9-11

Luke 23.43 "

13 phil 1.23.

4 See e.g. N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God (Christian Origins and
the Question of God vol. 2) (London: SPCK; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1996), ch.
11.
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See The New Testament and the People of God 175-81 for a description of various movements. '°
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1 Cor 15;1 Pet 1.3-5; etc. *
Acts 2.24-36, etc.; Romans 1.4,15.12, etc "

'8 The ‘sign of Jonah’, or at least the comments on it which are paralleled in
Matthew and Luke (Matt. 12.41-2; Luke 11.30-32); the palinggenesia in Matt
19.28; and the command not to tell about the transfiguration until the Son
of Man has been raised (Mark 9.9f.). See further N.T. Wright, ‘Resurrection
in Q?’ in Christology, Controversy & Community: New Testament Essays in
Honour of David R. Catchpole, ed. D.G. Horrell and C.M. Tuckett (Leiden:
Brill, 2001) 85-97.
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9 Against S.J. Patterson, The God of Jesus: The Historical Jesus and the
Search for Meaning (Hamsburg, PA: Trinity Press International, 1998), ch. 7,
who suggests that Jesus’ first followers began by saying he would be raised
from the dead in the future, and soon changed this into the claim that he
already had been.

Similarly with attempts along the lines of ‘they experienced the Spirit’. Other people did this — e.g. *
Qumran — without deducing that their leader had been raised from the dead.
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21 phil 3.20f.

Vv. 3-9; see too 1 Thess 4.14a ™

BWe may suspect that we are witnessing the assimilation of early Christian
tradition to the misleading later Christian tradition about personal destiny,
in which ‘going to heaven when you die is the end of the story. Even at that
level, the account is sadly lacking; whoever supposed that Jesus was simply
the first Christian?

Here belongs also, properly, an account of Paul’s conversion and the ways in which it was, and he and
the others knew it was, peculiar; in other words; we cannot assimilate all encounters with the risen
Christ to the blinding light on the Damascus Road. "
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Experiment in Christology (London: Collins, 1979), e.g. 390f.
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27 See e.g. H. Frei, The Identity of Jesus Christ: The Hermeneutical Basis of
Dogmatic Theology (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1975).
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28 | think particularly of those like Luke T. Johnson on the Roman Catholic
side (The Real Jesus (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1995)), and
Christopher Seitz on the Protestant side (Word Without End: The Old
Testament as Abiding Theological Witness (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997)
ch. 5), who have protested shrilly against any attempt to reconstruct Jesus,
and particularly his resurrection, by normal historical means. It is not just
that they think it is impossible; they see it as an act of treason, either against
the church and its traditions (Johnson) or against scripture and its witness
(Seitz). This is where the postmodern problem about the extra-textual
reality seems to be influencing the supposed Christian problem of an extra-
scriptural understanding.
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See The New Testament and the People of God, Part 11. The methodological basis for this goes back ™
not least to Bernard Lonergan, whom | first encountered through the work of Ben Meyer, e.g. The Aims
of Jesus (London: SCM Press, 1978). I have discussed these matters a bit further in ‘In Grateful
Dialogue: A Response,” in Carey C. Newman, ed., Jesus and the Restoration of Israel: A Critical
Assessment of N.T. Wright’s Jesus and the Victory of God (Downers Grove, 111.: InterVarsity Press,
1999,244-77, at 245-52).
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