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Carmina Dogmatica, Book I, Section I, Carmen XII.
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' McDonald and Sanders's The Canon Debate (2002, Appendix B)
? Migne's Patrologia Graeca Vol. 37, Gregory Of Nazianzus, Carmina Dogmatica, Book I, Section
I, Carmen XII.



Now count also those of the new mystery. Matthew wrote the miracles of Christ for the Hebrews,
Mark for Italy, Luke for Greece; John for all, the great herald, who walked in the heavens.
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Then the acts of the wise apostles. Of Paul there are fourteen epistles. And the seven catholic, [which
include] one of James, two of Peter, three of John also; and Jude is the seventh.
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You have them all. And if there are any beyond these, they are not genuine.
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also in the four holy Gospels, and in fourteen epistles of the holy apostle Paul, and in the writings
which come before these, including the Acts of the Apostles in their times and the catholic epistles of
James, Peter, John and Jude, and in the Revelation of John

3 "So far as concerns the Old Testament, he agrees with Athanasius, but when it comes to the New
Testament he differs in placing the Catholic Epistles after the Pauline Epistles and, more significantly,
in omitting Revelation. He then declares, '[In these you have all. And if there is anything outside of
these, it is not among the genuine [books].' Although Gregory thus excludes the Apocalypse from the
canon, he knows of its existence, and on rare occasions in his other works quotes from it."

B. M. Metzger, The Canon Of The New Testament: Its Origin, Significance & Development, 1997,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, pp. 212

* Westcott, General Survey of the History of the Canon of the New Testament

> F.F. Bruce, The Canon of Scripture p. 213
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Novi vero quatuor Evangelia, Matthaei, Marci, Lucae, et Joannis. Actus Apostolorum quos describit
Lucas. Pauli apostoli epistolaec quatuordecim. Petri apostoli duae. Jacobi fratris Domini et apostoli una.
Judae una. Joannis tres. Apocalypsis Joannis.
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Of the New Testament there are four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; the Acts of the
Apostles, which was written by Luke; fourteen epistles of the apostle Paul, two of the apostle Peter,
one of James, the brother of the Lord and an apostle, one of Jude, three of John, and the Revelation of
John.
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% Bruce explains that it refers to "the arrangement by which Acts and the catholic epistles precede the
Pauline epistles" in some complete manuscripts of the New Testament. http.//www.bible-
researcher.com/epiphanius.html

’ Rufinus of Aquileia, Exposition of the Creed (about A.D. 400)

¥ Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, series 2, vol. 3
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Tangam et novum breviter Testamentum. Matthaeus, Marcus, Lucas, et Joannes, quadriga Domini, et
verum Cherubim, quod interpretatur scientiae multitudo, per totum corpus oculati sunt, scintillae
emicant, discurrunt fulgura, pedes habent rectos et in sublime tendentes, terga pennata et ubique
volitantia. Tenent se mutuo, sibique perplexi sunt, et quasi rota in rota volvuntur, et pergunt
quocumque eos flatus Sancti Spiritus perduxerit.
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The New Testament I will briefly deal with. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the Lord's team of
four, the true cherubim or store of knowledge. With them the whole body is full of eyes, they glitter as
sparks, they run and return like lightning, their feet are straight feet, and lifted up, their backs also are
winged, ready to fly in all directions. They hold together each by each and are interwoven one with
another: like wheels within wheels they roll along and go whither so ever the breath of the Holy Spirit
watfts them. [Ezekiel 1:7-21]
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Paulus Apostolus ad septem Ecclesias scribit, octava enim ad Hebraeos a plerisque extra numerum
ponitur, Timotheum instruit ac Titum, Philemonem pro fugitivo famulo (Onesimo) deprecatur. Super
quo tacere melius puto, quam pauca scribere.
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The apostle Paul writes to seven churches (for the eighth epistle—that to the Hebrews—is not
generally counted in with the others). He instructs Timothy and Titus; he intercedes with Philemon for
his runaway slave. Of him I think it better to say nothing than to write inadequately.

bt g gl sar 28 ) a8l i) Gana Caead ol il juell i€ AN Al 1) ol s (uUS A ) J g ) Gl gl IS

1A alll Jasy
Actus Apostolorum nudam quidem sonare videntur historiam, et nascentis Ecclesiae infantiam texere:
sed si noverimus scriptorem eorum Lucam esse medicum, cujus laus est in Evangelio,
animadvertemus pariter omnia verba illius, animae languentis esse medicinam. Jacobus, Petrus,
Joannes, Judas Apostoli, septem Epistolas ediderunt tam mysticas quam succinctas, et breves pariter et
longas: breves in verbis, longas in sententiis, ut rarus sit qui non in earum lectione caecutiat. 4

? Letter to Paulinus, bishop of Nola (Ad Paulinum, no. 53 § 8). A.D. 394.

!0 The English translations presented here are based upon W. H. Fremantle's, which appeared in 4
Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, second series, vol. 6,
St. Jerome; Letters and Select Works (Christian Literature Publishing Co., 1893).



Apocalypsis Joannis tot habet sacramenta, quot verba. Parum dixi pro merito voluminis. Laus omnis
inferior est: in verbis singulis multiplices latent intelligentiae.
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The Acts of the Apostles seem to relate a mere unvarnished narrative descriptive of the infancy of the
newly born church; but when once we realize that their author is Luke the physician "whose praise is
in the gospel," we shall see that all his words are medicine for the sick soul.
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The apostles James, Peter, John, and Jude, have published seven epistles at once spiritual and to the
point, short and long, short that is in words but lengthy in substance so that there are few indeed who
do not find themselves in the dark 4 when they read them.
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The apocalypse of John has as many mysteries as words. In saying this I have said less than the book
deserves. All praise of it is inadequate; manifold meanings lie hid in its every word.
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Oro te, frater carissime, inter haec vivere, ista meditari, nihil aliud nosse, nihil quaerere ...
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I beg of you, my dear brother, to live among these books, to meditate upon them, to know nothing
else, to seek nothing else ...
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' Brooke Foss Westcott, The Bible in the church P. 183: "In the revision of the epistle to the
Hebrews was still placed after the undoubted epistles of St. paul and he appears to have questioned at
least its pauline authorship though he made no scruple as to its canonical authority."

2 Brooke Foss Westcott, The Bible in the church P. 184: "and according to him the contrast of style
between the first and second epistles of St. Peter is to be axplained by the supposition that the apostle
employed different interpreters in writing them.".
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Novi autem, quatuor libris Evangelii, secundum Matthacum, secundum Marcum, secundum Lucam,
secundum Joannem; quatuordecim Epistolis Pauli Apostoli, ad Romanos, ad Corinthios duabus, ad
Galatas, ad Ephesios, ad Philippenses, ad Thessalonicenses duabus, ad Colossenses, ad Timotheum
duabus, ad Titum, ad Philemonem, ad Hebraeos; Petri duabus; tribus Joannis; una Judae et una lacobi;
Actibus Apostolorum libro uno, et Apocalypsi Joannis libro uno.
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That of the New Testament, again, is contained within the following:—Four books of the Gospel,
according to Matthew, according to Mark, according to Luke, according to John; fourteen epistles of
the Apostle Paul—one to the Romans, two to the Corinthians, one to the Galatians, to the Ephesians,
to the Philippians, two to the Thessalonians, one to the Colossians, two to Timothy, one to Titus, to
Philemon, to the Hebrews: two of Peter; three of John; one of Jude; and one of James; one book of the
Acts of the Apostles; and one of the Revelation of John.
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3 From On Christian Doctrine, Book ii, chapter 8 (about A.D. 397)

'* The Latin text is reproduced from Westcott, pp. 565-7.

1> Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church edited by Philip
Schaff, vol. 2 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899), pp. 538-9.
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