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early versions (Coptic and Syriac) support the text, and many church fathers (Irenacus, Clement, Origen, Eusebius,
Serapion, Basil, Didymus, Gregory-Nyssa, and Epiphanium) knew of this reading.
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*Warfield, B. B. (2008). An introduction to the textual criticism of the New Testament (190).
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**Eldon J. Epp and Gordon D. Fee. (1981). New Testament Textual Criticism: Its Significance for Exegesis. Essays in
Honour of Bruce M. Metzger, (115).Oxford: Clarendon.
*® Ehrman, Bart D. The Orthodox Corruption (80).
*"Comfort, P. (2005). Encountering the manuscripts : An introduction to New Testament paleography & textual criticism
(336). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
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“Warfield, B. B. (2008). An introduction to the textual criticism of the New Testament (191). : “The only-begotten Son” is a
sufficiently common phrase in John to give itself readily to the pen when povoyevrg is being written. On the other hand,
“only begotten God” is unique; if the scribe observed it, his mind might unconsciously transmute it into the more familiar
phraseology, and if he merely glanced at the phrase he might readily take it for the more familiar “only begotten Son.”

*'The Gospel according to St. John Introduction and notes on the Authorized version. 1908. Greek text and "Revised version"
on opposite pages.; Edited by Arthur Westcott. (B. F. Westcott & A. Westcott, Ed.) (33). London: J. Murray.: An
examination of the whole structure of the Prologue leads to the same conclusion. The phrase, which has grown foreign to
our ears though it was familiar to early Christian writers, gathers up the two thoughts of sonship and deity, which have been
separately affirmed of the Word (vv. 14, 1).
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A* comparable corruption appears in the prologue of the Fourth Gospel, although here
the issues are far more complicated and have generated substantially more debate and
indecision. I will not give an exhaustive study of all the issues surrounding the text of
John 1:18; these are competently handled in the commentaries and in several recent
studies.”’ I will instead develop my reasons for thinking that the majority of manuscripts
are right in ending the prologue with the words: "No one has seen God at any time, but
the unique Son (6 povoyevig vidg) who is in the bosom of the Father, that one has made
him known." The variant reading of the Alexandrian tradition, which substitutes "God"
for "Son," represents an orthodox corruption of the text in which the complete deity of
Christ is affirmed: "the unique God [(0) povoyevig 0g6¢] who is in the bosom of the
Father, that one has made him known.""®

*’Bart D. Ehrman, The Orthodox Corruption, Page 78-82.
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External Evidence

It must be acknowledged at the outset that the Alexandrian reading is more commonly
preferred by textual critics, in no small measure because of its external support. Not only
is it the reading of the great Alexandrian uncials (X B C), it is also attested by the earliest
available witnesses, the Bodmer papyri p® and p”°, discovered in the middle of the
present century. It would be a mistake, however, to consider this external evidence
compelling in itself. For in actual fact, contrary to widely held opinion,"” the discovery
of the early papyri has done very little (in this instance) to change the character of the
documentary alignments. This is due to the peculiar character of the verse's attestation:
even before the discovery of the papyri, scholars realized that the bulk of the Alexandrian
tradition attested the reading, including witnesses that date back to the beginning of the
third century.'®® This means that we already knew that it must have been preserved in
early Greek manuscripts of Alexandria—even before we had access to any of them. The
chance discovery of two such witnesses has consequently done nothing to change the
picture, but has simply demonstrated that our theories about transmission are essentially
correct.'"!
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*“Black, D. A. (1994). New Testament textual criticism : A concise guide (39). Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Books.
BComfort, P. (2005). Encountering the manuscripts : An introduction to New Testament paleography & textual criticism
(302). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman.
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Here it must be emphasized that outside of the Alexandrian tradition, the reading 6 povoyevig
0goc has not fared well at all. Virtually every other representative of every other textual
grouping—Western, Caesarean, Byzantine—attests 6 povoyeviic vidc. And the reading even
occurs in several of the secondary Alexandrian witnesses (e.g., C ¥ 892 1241 Ath Alex). This is
not simply a case of one reading supported by the earliest and best manuscripts and another
supported by late and inferior ones, but of one reading found almost exclusively in the
Alexandrian tradition and another found sporadically there and virtually everywhere else. And
although the witnesses supporting 6 povoyevng viog cannot individually match the antiquity of the
Alexandrian papyri, there can be little doubt that this reading must also be dated at least to the
time of their production. There is virtually no other way to explain its predominance in the Greek,
Latin, and Syriac traditions, not to mention its occurrence in fathers such as Irenaeus, Clement,
and Tertullian, who were writing before our earliest surviving manuscripts were produced.'®
Thus, both readings are ancient; one is fairly localized, the other is almost ubiquitous. This in
itself does not demonstrate that 6 povoyevic viog is original, but it does show the error of
automatically accepting the external attestation of the Alexandrian reading as superior.
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“Eldon J. Epp and Gordon D. Fee. (1981). New Testament Textual Criticism: Its Significance for Exegesis. Essays in
Honour of Bruce M. Metzger, (106).Oxford: Clarendon.
*"Metzger, The Text of the New Testament (3rd ed.), 49.

A

Dy ¢ gl M O, g slalall iy |
Black, D. A. (1994). New Testament textual criticism : A concise guide (19). Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Books.
*“The Gospel according to St. John Introduction and notes on the Authorized version. 1908. Greek text and "Revised version"
on opposite pages.; Edited by Arthur Westcott. (B. F. Westcott & A. Westcott, Ed.) (32). London: J. Murray.
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Adyoc &v £ott, Kol 00 cUVOeTOC AN €iC Kol povoyeviig Oedg, O éx ITatpdc ota TyTig dyadijc dyabds Tpoehdmv, T& T&vTo
diokoo el kol ouvéyel. And De synodis Arimini in Italia et Seleuciae in Isauria 15.3.: cOvec &ti1) povéc v, 1) dvdg 82 ovk
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'Carl P. Cosaert, The Text of the Gospels in Clement of Alexandria, P. 188.
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“This text, as quoted a short time ago, indicated ‘the only-begotten Son; but the agreement of the
Syriac version induces the belief that the present reading was that expressed by Irenaus, and that the

previous quotation has been corrected to suit the Vulgate. The former reading, however, occurs in
book iii. c. xi. 5.”*
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2 ECF 1.1.7.1.1.9: Further, they teach that John, the disciple of the Lord, indicated the first Ogdoad, expressing themselves
in these words: John, the disciple of the Lord, wishing to set forth the origin of all things, so as to explain how the Father
produced the whole, lays down a certain principle,—that, namely, which was first-begotten by God, which Being he has
termed both the only-begotten Son and God, in whom the Father, after a seminal manner, brought forth all things.

SECF 1.1.7.1.3.12: For “no man,” he says, “hath seen God at any time,” unless “the only-begotten Son of God, which is in
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared [Him].”

**Roberts, A., Donaldson, J., Coxe, A. C., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol.I : Translations
of the writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. The apostolic fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus.
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Intrinsic Probabilities
It is on internal grounds that the real superiority of 6 povoyevng viog shines forth Not only does it
conform with established Johannine usage, a point it opponents readily concede, but the
Alexandrian variant, although perfectly amenable to scribes for theological reasons, is virtually
impossible to understand within a Johannine context. As we shall see, these points are best treated
in conjunction with one another rather than independently, for here again arguments of
transcriptional and intrinsic probabilities make a rather formidable coalition.
I begin with the question of intrinsic plausibility. One of the insurmountable difficulties of
accepting the Alexandrian reading as original involves ascertaining what it might mean for a first-
century document to say that Jesus is "the unique God" ([6] povoyevrg 0edc). The problem exists
whether or not one chooses to read the definite article—although if external support is considered
decisive, the article is probably to be preferred.'® If so, then the problem of translation is simply
made more acute, not created, since in some sense the meaning of povoyevig itself embodies the
notion of exclusivity conveyed by the use of the article. By definition there can be only one
povoyeviyc: the word means "unique,” "one of a kind."'* The problem, of course, is that Jesus
can be the unique God only if there is no other God; but for the Fourth Gospel, the Father is God
as well. Indeed, even in this passage the povoyevnc is said to reside in the bosom of the Father.
How can the povoyeviic 0gdg, the unique God, stand in such a relationship to (another) God?'®
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*Ernest C. Colwell, “Method in Evaluating Scribal Habits: A Study of P45, P66, P75, ” in Studies in Methodology in
Textual Criticism of the New Testament, New Testament Tools and Studies 9 (Leiden: Brill, 1969), 121.

'Philip Comfort, “The Scribe as Interpreter: A New Look at New Testament Textual Criticism according to Reader
Response Theory.” D. Litt. et. Phil dissertation. University of South Africa (1997).

*Comfort, P. W., & Barrett, D. P. (2001). The text of the earliest New Testament Greek manuscripts (A corrected, enlarged
ed. of The complete text of the earliest New Testament manuscripts) (380-87, 502-06). Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House.
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The problem is avoided, of course, with the reading that is more widely attested. Not only does
this reading avoid the contradiction implied by the other, however, it also coincides perfectly well
with the way povoyevrg is used throughout the Johannine literature. In three other Johannine
passages povoyevig serves as a modifier, and on each occasion it is used with vioég (John 3:16,
18; 1 John 4:9). Proponents of the Alexandrian reading, of course, have often turned this
argument on its head by claiming that scribes already conversant with Johannine usage disposed
of the more difficult phrase 6 povoyevnc 0eog by conforming it to the standard expression. This is
certainly a possibility; but in fact, the phrase that proves difficult for John was not a problem for

.
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Christians in the second century and beyond, who, with their increasingly paradoxical
understandings of Christology, could conceive of ways for Christ to be the unique God himself.'®
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It would be a mistake, however, to read these sophisticated forms of Christology back into the

pages of the Fourth Gospel, where Jesus is on a par with God (see 10:30, 33), and so can be

addressed as God (20:28, perhaps 1:1), but is never identified as "the one and only God"

himself.'” One is left, then, with the problem of how to understand [6] povoyeviig 8edc in the
Johannine world if it were accepted as original.
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Scholars who prefer the reading generally escape the difficulty by proposing alternative ways of
construing its meaning or syntax. One common expedient involves claiming that povoyevnig
itself connotes the idea of "sonship," so that the word viog is to be understood even when it is not
expressed.'® In this case, the conflate reading found elsewhere in the tradition (6 povoyevig
viog,0€00), although corrupt in wording, is correct in meaning: the Alexandrian text (6 povoyevnig
0g6c¢) should then be understood to mean "the unique Son who is God."

i G I Y1 e B RIS A 3 er g " ST O Oy Ul 0LlB e 8 gl Ol ) 3 g it
Of ¢ JUb (JJull o 23L 35a 92 Ly ¢ 1dd Oy Ole gl Jrdll g clgae 0 S5 @) SLISIY jdr 1) abus L 13) A1
4E@éﬁ(@widﬁyj)aﬁd\weu‘)&aoﬁ,@.g".\.;;5\4‘»\"ag\ﬂ\ahojx,ﬁggﬂ\(;w\)w)w\
O3t " s " ) T RIS OB ey " Bl T e s g T a0 " 0L S5 23S 81 B ) e o
am}@".\.,,JJ\&;:\/Q&\"6;3\a\g\,a\yogasu-\o.‘ué"d&é:ﬁoiouﬁp\j;csaﬁyoﬁg,&é’
o " ek il gl O ladis (S& " 6 povoyeVIG BE0G " 6yl Jadl ¢ sl § B STy SLISTN § Suud
Lo Wy § 0Ll OF o8 " 10K bl S " ol J T Ty ¢ o0 a3 Ol ) 9IS g Liay " A1 g (1 o
slodalb ¢ o e IS" 4y (5 o am 5 U1 ) o sl gl a3 Sy e Koy slodall b ogb il Jo a g
sda G ol sa0 O 5Sw 13l 3 oy o | gud WA 8IS U 3" 55l " 585 O) (S8 " e 0 " ST OF O gl Lais
BTSN i 3@l W T e W T e ) e 1 Y17 U g5 A
A (il ) Ol ) S8 o o SO il @ Ll w5 e " ) 1" Bl B b iy gnadd sy OF O gekaaly Lyl
P T e o IS e T e e RS 0SS ks Lo T Y1 T B T Bl sda | i) 6
31,806 Sy i Jad F Ll by Lo Ly e SO ¢ w1 o) " Gl L kil al alusea) J) BLeyL
A 1 O Ol ) OF o i1 £ 201 Sy ¢ Bl (3 1 it (337 O gy Byl JSG " 41 " Bs) 3 2 koY1 el
(2 dagh oy o 1 1 O iy &5 oy 1 JB ) el (309 1 ke JB 13U o gy 49 " bl " GLIST
o5 OB 1 ¢ lolmaely ¢ glo oY) o)l M o e 1 Bdaiy " AV T LT Al " el W e sgd WL
e as " dasedd " S Uis Ol pf pdkds B g S s 31 g o) 1 15231y o1 slodall sY 3o i dgr J Ol 0 0
14 pozaild (i I

The difficulty with this view is that there is nothing about the word povoyevnc itself that suggests
it. Outside of the New Testament the term simply means "one of a kind" or "unique," and does so
with reference to any range of animate or inanimate objects.'® Therefore, recourse must be made
to its usage within the New Testament. Here proponents of the view argue that in sifu the word
implies "sonship," for it always occurs (in the New Testament) either in explicit conjunction with
viog or in a context where a viog, is named and then described as povoyevig (Luke 9:38, John
1:14, Heb 11:17). Nonetheless, as suggestive as the argument may appear, it contains the seeds of
its own refutation: if the word povoyevig is understood to mean "a unique son," one wonders why
it is typically put in attribution to vidg, an attribution that then creates an unusual kind of
redundancy ("the unique-son son"). Given the fact that neither the etymology of the word nor its
general usage suggests any such meaning, this solution seems to involve a case of special
pleading.
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. Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament _p 328 KPS

povoyevng, ¢ of what is the only one of its kind of class unique; (1) an only child born to human parents one
and only (LU 7.12; 8.42); substantivally only child (LU 9.38); (2) as a child born in a unique way; (a) used of
God’s Son Jesus only, only begotten; substantivally (JN 1.14); (b) used of Abraham’s son Isaac only;
substantivally 6 . his only true son (HE 11.17)%

D 3B G S
LLOVOYEVIC mondgénes, mon-og-en-ace’; from 3441 and 1096, only-born, i.e. sole:— only (begotten, child).”

: Mounce's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words _» 2@ A£ g

povoyevng monogenes 9x Lk 7:12; 8:42; 9:38; Heb 11:17; only-begotten in respect of peculiar generation,
unique, In 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; 1 In. 4:9* [3439]*

I&I3 & " begotten " &S L) BLoYY « 14s &G Sy 85 1 0 ST ur g 1
e 3 sl (LS e o Ll

vévoc genos, ghen-os,; from 1096, “kin” (abstr. or concr., lit. or fig., indiv. or collect.):— born, country (-man),
diversity, generation, kind (-red), nation, offspring, stock.®

2Friberg, T., Friberg, B., & Miller, N. F. (2000). Vol. 4: Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament. Baker's Greek New
Testament library (266). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books.

i.e. = that is

Strong, J. (1997, ¢1996). The new Strong's dictionary of Hebrew and Greek words (H8674). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

%Mounce, W. D. (2006). Mounce's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words (1214). Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan.

abstr. abstr. = abstract, abstractly

concr. concr. = concrete, concretely

lit. lit. = literal, literally

fig. fig. = figurative, figuratively

indiv. indiv. = individual, individually

collect. collect. = collective, collectively

Strong, J. (1997, ¢1996). The new Strong's dictionary of Hebrew and Greek words (H8674). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Now Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being his only begotten,” and given to him at the borders of old age, by
the favor of God. The child also endeared himself to his parents still more, by the exercise of every virtue, and
adhering to his duty to his parents, and being zealous in the worship of God.®’

(]
v 82 avté Movopalog Tovtov mpeafitepog £k tig EALvNC yevouevog GAlot Te maldeg €€ Etépmv
YOVOUK®V. TV pévtol ioay €0volay wg &ig povoyevi] Tov ‘ILadtnv Exmv eavepog nyv.

He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena also, as he had other sons by other wives besides. Yet
did he openly place all his affections on this his only begotten® son Izates, before them all.*”

=1
AVaoTPEPWV 8¢ CUUEPOPQ TEPITIMTEL KAT 0VSEV Opola TOIG KATWPOWUEVOLG aVTH: VTNVINCE Yap 1)
Buyatnp avt®, povoyevig & NV, £TL TapBEvog. 0 8¢ dvolpwag £t T@ peyEOel ToD mTABOUG KATEPEUPETO
g MEpl TNV VAV oY oTovdiig TV Buyatépa- kablepdoat yop avThv T@ 0.7

But as he came back, he fell into a calamity no way correspondent to the great actions he had done; for
it was his daughter that came to meet him; she was also an only child and a virgin: upon this Jephtha
heavily lamented the greatness of his affliction, and blamed his daughter for being so forward in
meeting him, for he had vowed to sacrifice her to God.”"

Lokl o b TGS g AT gheae 3 ko Uges  Olslgiant ada e glad OF g

Testament of Solomon 20.2

0 82 #on »déopai cov, PactAed. vidv &y povoyevi], kal oUToc Kad' ExdomVv * VPpelg £mdyst ot yoAemdc,
£ronté pov yap TO TPOcCOTOV Kol TNV KePaANv, 0Tt Bdvatov mikpov EmayyéAel Lol TOWGOL. TOVTOV YOPLY
npociilfov tva EKSkNoNG How.

5 Antiquities 1.222.

* Note, that both here and Heb. 11:17, Isaac is called Abraham’s only begotten son, though he at the same time had another
son, Ismael. The Septuagint expresses the true meaning, by rendering the text the beloved son.

Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1996, c1987). The works of Josephus : Complete and unabridged. Includes index. (Ant
1.222). Peabody: Hendrickson.

58 Antiquities 20.20.

? Josephus here uses the word mo€ogeng, an only-begotten son, for no other than one best-beloved, as does both the Old and
New Testament; I mean where there were one or more sons besides, Gen. 22:2; Heb. 11:7. See the note on 1.13.1.

%Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1996, c1987). The works of Josephus : Complete and unabridged. Includes index. (Ant
20.20). Peabody: Hendrickson.

7% Antiquities 5.264.

"Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1996, ¢1987). The works of Josephus : Complete and unabridged. Includes index. (Ant
5.264). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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He replied, “I beg you King. I have a son, my only son, and every day he does terribly violent things to
me, striking me in the face and head and threatening to send me to a terrible death. Because he did this,
I came forward (to request) a favor—that you will avenge me.”"?
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( Parentheses circumscribe words added by the translator. Ancient languages are cryptic; verbs, nouns, and pronouns are
often omitted. These are, of course, necessary for idiomatic English and are presented within parentheses.

">Charlesworth, J. H. (1983). The Old Testament pseudepigrapha: Volume 1 (1:982). New York; London: Yale University
Press.
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The more common expedient for those who opt for [6] povoyevig 0g6¢, but who recognize that its
rendering as "the unique God" is virtually impossible in a Johannine context, is to understand the
adjective substantially, and to construe the entire second half of John 1:18 as a series of
appositions, so that rather than reading "the unique God who is in the bosom of the Father," the
text should be rendered "the unique one, who is also God, who is in the bosom of the Father."'”’
There is something attractive about the proposal. It explains what the text might have meant to a

Johannine reader and thereby allows for the text of the generally superior textual witnesses.
Nonetheless, the solution is entirely implausible.
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For one thing, it posits that the "natural" meaning of the Johannine text was not understood by a
number of scribes who found it so peculiar that they sought to modify it to established Johannine
usage. How is it that modern critics in the German- and English-speaking worlds can make ready
sense of a passage that seems to have struck Greek-speaking scribes as so perplexing? Moreover,
a moment's reflection shows that the proposed construal is not at all the most natural. It is true
that povoyevig can elsewhere be used as a substantive (= the unique one, as in v. 14); all
adjectives can. But the proponents of this view have failed to consider that it is never used in this
way when it is immediately followed by a noun that agrees with it in gender, number, and case.
Indeed one must here press the syntactical point: when is an adjective ever used substantially
when it immediately precedes a noun of the same inflection? No Greek reader would construe
such a construction as a string of substantives, and no Greek writer would create such an

inconcinnity. To the best of my knowledge, no one has cited anything analogous outside of this
passage.
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The result is that taking the term povoyevig 0gog as two substantives standing in apposition
makes for a nearly impossible syntax, whereas construing their relationship as adjective-noun
creates an impossible sense. Given the fact that the established usage of the Johannine literature
is known beyond a shadow of a doubt, there seems little reason any longer to dispute the reading
found in virtually every witness outside the Alexandrian tradition.'”' The prologue ends with the
statement that "the unique Son who is in the bosom of the Father, that one has made him known."
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Transcriptional Probabilities

Why then was the text changed? It is striking that Christ as the Logos is called "God" in verse 1
of the prologue and that the burden of the passage is that this pre-existent divine being has
become flesh. The word 0€0¢ itself occurs some seven times in the passage, the word viog never.
It may be that the context has decided the issue for some scribes, who conformed the passage to
the terminology ad /oc. But one must still ask what would have motivated them to do so. Here the
character of our witnesses cannot be overlooked. In the early period, when the reading was
beginning to establish itself in the Alexandrian tradition, it is found not only in Greek
manuscripts, but also among a variety of Alexandrian writers, both orthodox and Gnostic. The
presence of the reading in authors of a wide range of theological persuasions has actually served
to throw investigators off the scent of its genesis; for it has been assumed that if both orthodox
and Gnostic writers attest the text, it must not have been generated out of theological concerns.
But the key point to register is that all those who support the text attest a "high" Christology:
Alexandrians from Clement and Origen to Ptolemy and Heracleon could all affirm that the
povoyeving was God. The solution to the problem of the origin of the variant lies not in the
orthodox-Gnostic controversy, but in that of both the orthodox and Gnostic Christians against the
adoptionists.'”* The variant was created to support a high Christology in the face of widespread
claims, found among adoptionists recognized and opposed in Alexandria,'*that Christ was not
God but merely a man, adopted by God. For the scribe who created this variant, Christ is not
merely portrayed as the "unique Son." He himself is God, the "unique God," who is to be
differentiated from God the Father, in whose bosom he resides, but who nonetheless is his co-
equal.'”* This Alexandrian reading derives from an anti-adoptionistic context, and therefore
represents an orthodox corruption.'”
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Thus the translation “the Word was fully God” was chosen because it is more likely to convey the

meaning to the average English reader that the Logos (which “became flesh and took up residence

PWallace, D. B. (1999; 2002). Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics - Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament (267).: It is
interesting that the New World Translation renders 6g6¢ as “a god” on the simplistic grounds that it lacks the article. This is
surely an insufficient basis.

11 g gt Oh J 385 () 1 ) L g ) (6T 1 08 0T W) 5T S (3 OB 28] s Ol ) OF Sy b

Bart D. Ehrman, Jesus Interrupted, Page 140.
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among us” in John 1:14 and is thereafter identified in the Fourth Gospel as Jesus) is one in essence
with God the Father.”

Dy Ol

TIMOEy Goxii ™ v 6 Aéyoc, kai 76 Adyoc™ '™ the beginning™" was the Word, and the

v Tpdg oV Bedv, kal Bedg AV 6 Adyog. Word"™ was with God, and the Word was God.

The next clause places 0g6g in position P2 for the sake of emphasis. The omission of the article serves
to disambiguate whether Ogdg is the subject or direct object. Since both Adyog and 0gd¢ are established
and known, the article is omitted to identify it as the predicate nominative and not the subject, since it
is fronted. Including the article would have created ambiguity as to whether 0 0e6¢ was in a topical
frame or being emphasized.”*

DR SR

This is the third part of John 1:1. It has been a point of serious discussion by students of the Greek
New Testament. Some translations render gross infliction on the Christological teaching of this
passage by suggesting that (1) “...and the word was a god,” or (2) “God was the word,” both of
which translations violate the rule stated above. It is absurd in any contextual study of the Holy
Scriptures to suggest any translation other than “...and the Word was God,” in the sense that the
proper noun “God” is the defining term by which the essence of “the Word” is understood. That is, as
to His essential nature, “the Word” possessed all the quality characteristics pertaining to God. In this
sense, “the Word,” Whom the Bible declares to be Jesus Christ, has throughout all eternity possessed
all that is to be understood as the very essence of God.”

D Sl
Returning to John 1:1, we must determine the significance of the anarthrous 0ed¢: Does it mean a god
(indefinite meaning) or does it mean God in essence (qualitative meaning)? The application of
Colwell’s Rule in addition to the book context of John allows us to conclude that the anarthrous 0ed¢
in John 1:1 1s qualitative (Wallace 269), emphasizing the divine status of the Word (God in essence).
In the context of John 1:1, the Word is affirmed as existing before creation (“in the beginning was the

Word”). Thus, we have little doubt as to what John wanted to affirm about the identity of the Word:
The Word was God in essence from before the beginning with God the Father.”®

S O s

Colwell’s Rule (published in 1933) states that anarthrous predicate nominatives that precede the
copula (the verb “to be”) are usually definite in meaning. The implications of this rule are especially
notable in John 1:1: 0gd¢ fiv 6 Adyoc, “the Word was God.” 0gdg, the predicate nominative, is
anarthrous and precedes the copula fjv. The result is that 0g4¢ is almost certainly definite in meaning:
“the Word was God”—not merely “a god.”’

td gyl s

When two nouns are linked as subject and predicate nominative with the verb eiui stated or implied,
one with the article and the other without one, the one with the article is to be translated as the subject,

2Biblical Studies Press. (2006; 2006). The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Jn 1:1). Biblical Studies Press.

“Runge, S. E. (2010). A Discourse Grammar of the Greek New Testament: A Practical Introduction for Teaching and
Exegesis (210). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

*bid. 211.

“Morris, R. L. (2005). Hellenika A Beginning Greek Textbook based on The Koine Greek of the New Testament (80).
Indiana: Bethel College.

%Long, F. I. (2005). Kairos: A beginning Greek grammar (51). Mishawaka, IN.: Fredrick J. Long.

"Black, D. A. (2009). Learn to read New Testament Greek (3rd ed) (200). Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group.
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regardless of which one come first. Thus in John 1:1, “kai 0gd¢ v 6 Adyog,” does not say that God
was the Word, but that “the Word was God (by nature).”®
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191Sermons on New Testament Lessons, 78:10.

1928t. Augustine: On the Gospel of St. John, tractate, 54: 2.
1%St. Augustine: On the Gospel of St. John, tractate 42: 8.
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'%0n Marriage& Concupiscence 12.

" Trinity 1:12.

106germon on N.T. Lessons, 41:7-8.

17Sermon on N.T. Lessons, 93:4.

'%83t. Augustine: On the Gospel of St. John, tractate, 110: 5.
19Sermon on N.T. Lessons, 39:5.

11%Sermon on N.T. Lessons, 67:16.

"1St. Augustine: 10 Homilies on 1% Epistle of St. John.
"2Sermon on N.T. Lessons, 95:6.
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Since, also, there is but one unbegotten Being, God, even the Father; and one only-begotten Son, God,
the Word and man; and one Comforter, the Spirit of truth; and also one preaching, and one faith, and
one baptism; and one Church which the holy apostles established from one end of the earth to the other
by the blood of Christ, and by their own sweat and toil; it behoves you also, therefore, as “a peculiar
people, and a holy nation,” to perform all things with harmony in Christ. '

: ‘J }Eg L.mj b

I GLORIFY the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by Him has given you such wisdom. For |
have observed that ye are perfected in an immoveable faith, as if ye were nailed to the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh and in the spirit, and are established in love through the blood of
Christ, being fully persuaded, in very truth, with respect to our Lord Jesus Christ, that He was the Son
of God, “the first-born of every creature,” God the Word, the only-begotten Son, and was of the seed
of David according to the flesh,” by the Virgin Mary; was baptized by John, that all righteousness
might be fulfilled'’ by Him; that He lived a life of holiness without sin, and was truly, under Pontius
Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed [to the cross] for us in His flesh. ''*

BRI SP ( W (IR

As a king sends his son, who is also a king, so sent He Him; as God®’ He sent Him; as to men He sent
Him; as a Saviour He sent Him, and as seeking to persuade, not to compel us; for violence has no place
in the character of God.''®
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'SRoberts, A., Donaldson, J., Coxe, A. C., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol.I :
Translations of the writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. The apostolic fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenacus. (81).

{Col1:15,

’Rom. 1:3.

' Matt. 3:15.

4Roberts, A., Donaldson, J., Coxe, A. C., Roberts, A., Donaldson, J., & Coxe, A. C. (1997). The Ante-Nicene Fathers Vol.I
: Translations of the writings of the Fathers down to A.D. 325. The apostolic fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenacus. (86).

'"ECF 1.1.0.0.4.0

37“God” here refers to the person sent.

"®ECF 1.1.2.1.0.7: 00 piv obv- AL év émewsia xal mpadtntt 6¢ Paciiede méumov vidv Pocthéa Emepyey, o¢ Oeov
Enepyey, g avipomov Tpoc avpmdmovg Eneuyey, wg omlov Eneuyey, wg meibov, o0 Pralopevos Bia yap oV npdcECTL
169 Oe®.:
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1200n the Christian Faith, Book 2:25-26
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'2"The Holy Spirit 1:2.
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131Commentary on John, Book 19:7, 10.
2In Matt. 17.

'3 Luc. hom 1: 5.

3In Luc. hom 5: 1.

35Commentary on John, Book 20: 398.
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T “I am the bread of life.” Now He proceedeth to commit unto them mysteries. And first He
discourseth of His Godhead, saying, “l am the bread of life.” For this is not spoken of His Body,
(concerning that He saith towards the end, “And the bread which I shall give is My flesh,”) but at
present it referreth to His Godhead. For That, through God the Word, is Bread, as this bread also,
through the Spirit descending on it, is made Heavenly Bread.*”
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""Thomas Aquinas, S., & Newman, J. H. (1843). Catena Aurea: Commentary on the Four Gospels, Collected out of the
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"0On the Trinity, 10: 48.
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