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> The NKJV Study Bible. 2007 (Mt 12:40). Nashville <TN: Thomas Nelson. «12:40 Three days and

three nights does not necessarily indicate three full days. In ancient Israel «a part of a day was
considered a whole day (see Esth. 4:16; 5:1); so a period of 26 hours could be called "three days.”

% Barnes ¢A. (1884-1885). Notes on the New Testament: Matthew & Mark (R. Frew <Ed.) (134).
London: Blackie & Son. «40. Three days and three nights. It will be seen in the account of the
resurrection of Christ that he was in the grave but two nights and a part of three days. See Mat. 18:6.
This computation is <however «strictly in accordance with the Jewish mode of reckoning. If it had not
been «the Jews would have understood it <and would have charged our Saviour as being a false
prophet «for it was well known to them that he had spoken this prophecy <Mat. 27:63. Such a charge «
however <was never made; and it is plain <therefore «that what was meant by the prediction was
accomplished. It was a maxim ¢also <among the Jews ¢«in computing time «¢that a part of a day was to
be received as the whole. Many instances of this kind occur in both sacred and profane history. See 2
Ch. 10:5 <12; Ge. 42:17 <18. Comp. Es. 4:16 with 5:1.
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7 Ryrie «C. C. (1994). Ryrie study Bible: King James Version (Expanded ed.) (1438). Chicago: Moody
Press. ¢12:40 three days and three nights. This phrase does not necessarily require that 72 hours
elapse between Christ’s death and resurrection «for the Jews reckoned part of a day to be as a whole
day. Thus this prophecy can be properly fulfilled if the crucifixion occurred on Friday.

8 Radmacher ¢E. D. <Allen <R. B. «& House <H. W. (1999). Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary
(Mt 12:40). Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers.12:40 Three days and three nights does not necessarily
indicate three full days. In ancient Israel «a part of a day was considered a whole day (Esth. 4:16;
5:1); so a period of twenty-six hours could be called "’three days.”

® MacDonald «W. «& Farstad <A. (1997 «c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New
Testaments (Mt 12:40). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. <Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in
the belly of the great fish <so our Lord predicted that He would be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. This raises a problem. If <as generally believed <Jesus was buried on Friday
afternoon and rose again on Sunday morning <how can it be said that He was three days and nights in
the tomb? The answer is that «in Jewish reckoning <any part of a day and night counts as a complete
period.”A day and a night make an onah «and a part of an onah is as the whole” (Jewish saying).

10 Turner <D. «& Bock «D. L. (2005). Cornerstone biblical commentary Vol 11: Matthew and
Mark.”With the entire text of the New Living Translation.”(176). Carol Stream <IL: Tyndale House
Publishers.. This language need not mean that Jesus would be in the grave for seventy-two hours ¢
since in Jewish reckoning any part of a day could count as a day (cf. Gen 42:17-18; 1 Kgs 20:29;
Esth 4:16-5:1).

' Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (1846). Wheaton <IL: Crossway Bibles.12:40 Three
days and three nights in Jewish reckoning is inclusive ¢<meaning no more than three days or the
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combination of any part of three separate days. Jesus was raised “in three days” although he was
buried Friday afternoon and resurrected Sunday morning (i.e. ¢part of Friday is day one <all of
Saturday is day two «and part of Sunday is day three).

12 Tom Constable. (2003; 2003). Tom Constable's Expository Notes on the Bible (Mt 12:39). Galaxie
Software. <As the Jews reckoned time «three days and three nights meant three full days or any parts
of three days.513 Jesus was in the grave for parts of three days.

13 Simonetti <M. (2001). Matthew 1-13. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT la. (256).
Downers Grove ¢Ill.: InterVarsity Press.The Three Days of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. Theodore
of Heraclea: Christ says he will spend”’three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”He is
referring to the end of Friday «all of Saturday and the beginning of Sunday [of the passion week] ¢«in
keeping with the way people understood the beginning and ending of days. For we too commemorate
the third day of those who have died «not when three days and three nights «completed in equal
measure <have gone by. But we reckon as a single «complete day that day on which the person died ¢
regardless of what hour the death occurred. We count as another day that on which we take our leave
of the departed in hymns before the tombs. Following this same kind of sequence <then ¢<the Lord
announced that he would spend a full three days and nights under the earth. A clear indication of this
is the fact that the women arrived at that very time <in order to fulfill those things that the law
prescribed to be done for the dead upon the third day. Fragment 90- MKGK 81-82.

4 Simonetti <M. (2001). Matthew 1-13. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture NT la. (256).
Downers Grove ¢Ill.: InterVarsity Press. Jonah Prefigured the Son of Man. Augustine: The Savior
pointed out that Jonah the prophet «<who having been tossed into the sea was caught in the belly of the
whale and emerged on the third day ¢prefigured the Son of Man who would suffer and rise on the
third day. The Jewish people were censured in comparison with the Ninevites «for the Ninevites ¢to
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whom Jonah the prophet had been sent by way of reproof ¢placated God’s wrath by repenting and
gained his mercy.” And behold¢”’he said<’something greater than Jonah is here<’13 the Lord Jesus
implying himself. The Ninevites heard the servant and amended their ways; the Jews heard the Lord
and not only did they not amend their ways but moreover they killed him. Sermon 72a.1- MA 1:155—
56; WSA 3 3:281.
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15 Mershon «B. <Jr. (2010). The Gospel according to Mark. In R. N. Wilkin (Ed.) <The Grace New
Testament Commentary (R. N. Wilkin <Ed.) (215). Denton «TX: Grace Evangelical Society. <16:1.
Jesus died around 3 p.m. on Friday afternoon. Since the Sabbath began at sundown (around 6 p.m.) «it
was too late to complete all the normal burial preparations until after the Sabbath was past (i.e. ¢
Sunday morning). Thus a number of women who were followers of Jesus bought spices <that they
might come and anoint Him.
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learning from the centurion [that he was dead]. he gave the corpse to Joseph.”"When Pilate learns
from the centurion. very probably the same centurion who had witnessed Jesus’ dramatic death
(in 15:37—39). that Jesus is indeed dead. he releases the corpse (TO TTOUQ) into Joseph's
charge.
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:Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament'” ugal8 Lze Jsd,
TTOUA. ATOG. TO what has fallen; of people and other animated creatures corpse. dead
body. carcass.
:'® Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains gl Liayis
4773 MTOUA (ptoma). ATOG (atos). TO (to): n.neu.; = Str 4430; TDNT 6.166—LN 8.7
corpse. dead body. carcass (Mt 14:12; 24:28; Mk 6:29; 15:45; Rev 11:8. 9(2(+(x
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16 Evans «C. A. (2002). Vol. 34B: Word Biblical Commentary: Mark 8:27-16:20. Word Biblical
Commentary (520). Dallas: Word «<Incorporated.

17 Friberg «T. <Friberg <B. «& Miller «N. F. (2000). Vol. 4: Analytical lexicon of the Greek New
Testament. Baker's Greek New Testament library (338). Grand Rapids <Mich.: Baker Books.

18 Swanson <J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New
Testament) (electronic ed.) (DBLG 4773). Oak Harbor
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20
(210) Accordingly they died in this manner. And Moses bid their father and their brethren to take
up their bodies. to carry them out of the camp. and to bury them magnificently. Now the
multitude lamented them. and were deeply affected at this their death. which so unexpectedly
befell them.

SRt
(287) but because the body lay on the road. and all the multitude came running to it. and. as is
usual with the multitude. stood wondering a great while at it. he that guarded it removed it
thence. and carried it to a certain place that was very remote from the road. and there laid it. and

covered it with his garment. When this was done, all the people followed Joab.
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19 Arnold «C. E. (2002). Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary Volume 2: John «Acts.
(188). Grand Rapids <MI: Zondervan.

20 Josephus ¢F. «& Whiston «W. (1996 «c1987). The works of Josephus: Complete and unabridged.
Includes index. (Ant 3.209-210). Peabody: Hendrickson.

21 Josephus ¢F. «& Whiston «W. (1996 «c1987). The works of Josephus: Complete and unabridged.
Includes index. (Ant 7.286-287). Peabody: Hendrickson.
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23 Cabal «T. Brand «C. O. «Clendenen <E. R. «Copan «P. «Moreland <J. «& Powell <D. (2007). The
Apologetics Study Bible: Real Questions «Straight Answers «Stronger Faith (1502). Nashville <TN:
Holman Bible Publishers.16:1 All the Gospels agree that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb along
with other women (see Lk 24:10; Jn 20:2). The first three Gospels agree that one of the others was
named Mary. Mark tells us Salome was also present <and Luke that Joanna was present. See notes on
Mt 28:9—-10 and Jn 20:1-2. If the story of the empty tomb were invented by the early church or by
Mark «it is hardly likely that it would feature women as the primary witnesses «especially in the way
Mark portrayed the incident. John’s (and perhaps Luke’s) apparently independent version
corroborates this judgment. The women presumably supplemented the supply of spices they had
prepared earlier (Lk 23:56) by buying more on Saturday night cafter the Sabbath had ended.
Conversely <Mark may have compressed the events of Lk 23:56 since his point was that they bought
spices to anoint the body on Sunday morning.



